
YOUR TRUSTED CPD PARTNER www.lawyerseducation.co.nz

6 
CPD hours

COMMENTS FROM PAST ATTENDEES

“Best Rural presentation I have been 
to in 20 years, congratulations to the 
organisers”

“Overall, a really thought provoking 
programme this year, has made me think 
about some aspects of my practice in this 
area, and covered topics from a variety of 
angles”

September 2017

CHANGING 
LANDSCAPES
– RURAL LAW IN ACTION

CONFERENCE



I was speaking to some farmers recently and they said they felt their industry was currently being hit 
with everything at once, in increasing layers of complexity. As advisors to the rural sector we know 
only too well the myriad of issues. To enable you to give clarity and add value to your rural clients, 
we have brought together a group of specialised speakers on key topics to inform your practice. We 
are excited by the depth and breadth of the conference papers and warmly thank all the presenters for 
their willingness to share their knowledge and experiences with us.

Susan Anderson – Chair

CHANGING LANDSCAPES 
– RURAL LAW IN ACTION 6 

CPD hours

Marianne Mackintosh, Tompkins Wake, 
Hamilton
Marianne is an environmental and resource 
management expert. She has over 10 
years’ practice experience in resource 
management and environmental law, prior 
to which she held academic positions at 
the University of Wales specialising in 
environmental law and policy.

Chris Spargo, BlackmanSpargo, Rotorua
Chris specialises in rural and commercial 
legal work. His work involves legal 
structures, succession planning, tax 
advice, forestry and property transactions, 
subdivisions and company legal work. Chris 
attended the Kellogg Rural Leadership 
Programme in 2011. 

Lucy de Latour, Wynn Williams, 
Christchurch
Lucy is a Partner in the Resource 
Management and Environmental Law 
Team. She specialises in resource 
management and local government law 
and is a nationally recognised expert in 
these fields.

David Janett, Forest Management Ltd, 
Timaru
David is a Director of Forest Management 
Ltd, a company with over 25 years’ 
providing specialist expertise across all 
aspects of commercial forestry.

Jeremy Johnson, Wynn Williams, 
Christchurch
Jeremy specialises in commercial, equity and 
trust law. He frequently acts in contentious 
trust cases, including the litigation around 
Christchurch Cathedral and also for private 
clients in disputes relating to trusts that hold 
significant business assets. 

PRESENTERS

Catherine Reid, Barrister
Catherine is a specialist in New Zealand’s 
foreign investment regime. She previously 
held senior roles at the OIO and in 2015 
returned to private practice. Catherine 
operates nationally and assists investors 
in obtaining OIO approvals.

Scott Wilson, Duncan Cotterill, 
Christchurch
Scott works with CEOs, CFOs and HR 
managers and acts for a number of 
significant clients in the agribusiness and 
education sectors. He also has extensive 
employment litigation experience. 

Brett Gould, Gibson Sheat, Masterton
Brett has a strong commercial and rural 
practice based on guiding parties into 
structures and providing for governance, 
management, operational, dispute 
resolution and succession provisions – he 
specialises in farm syndication and farm 
succession work. 

Viriginia Loughnan, Environment 
Canterbury, Christchurch
Virginia is the Regional Leader Consents 
Delivery for the Consents Section. She 
manages the day-to-day operations of 
the section, primarily ensuring the Levels 
of Service are being met. 

Susan Anderson, Wynn Williams, Christchurch
Sue is a Partner in the Private Client Services Team at Wynn Williams, with a predominant focus on rural and primary 
industries. Her core practice areas include succession planning, asset protection, and structuring, joint ventures, 
property, trusts and estates, elder law, non-litigation dispute resolution and developments.

Hayley Moynihan, Rabobank NZ, 
Christchurch
Hayley is the General Manager, Country 
Banking New Zealand and is responsible 
for Rabobank’s rural and agribusiness 
finance activities in New Zealand, which 
incorporates 33 branches.



8.15-8.45 REGISTRATION

8.45-8.50 INTRO |  Chair: Sue Anderson

8.50-9.20 STATE OF THE NATION

State of the Nation

• Looking ahead at the rural economic outlook.

Presenter  Hayley Moynihan, Rabobank

9.20-10.20 WATER QUALITY ISSUES

Water quality issues for farmers

The session will cover: 

• The due diligence that farmers and/or farm 
purchasers should be aware of

• Discussion of what consents (at a high level) are 
likely to be needed for farming

• The impact of nitrogen and nutrient levels on 
land value.

Presenters  Lucy de Latour & Virginia Loughnan (Chch) 
Marianne Mackintosh (Ham)

10.20-10.45 MORNING TEA

10.45-11.35 EQUITY PARTNERSHIPS

Equity partnerships – what are the issues, risks, and  
hot topics:

• Lessons learnt – what do we have to do to make 
them work in the future?

• Conflict of interest – who do you act for?
• Shareholder agreements
• Liquidity
• Exit
• Dispute resolution.

Presenter  Brent Gould

11.35-12.05 FONTERRA

The session will cover:
• How it works
• Shareholder requirements
• Fonterra Supply Contracts
• MyMilk
• Dates to be aware of – farm changeovers
• Dividends and Vouchers
• Farm Compliance with Fonterra.

Presenter  Chris Spargo

12.05-12.35 BANK SECURITIES

In this session the presenters will discuss:

• Bank securities – the evolution of forms
• The Bank’s enviromental role.

Presenters  Rabobank team

12.35-1.25 LUNCH

1.25-2.15 KEEPING THE FARM INTACT

Jeremy will discuss the legal threats to structures used 
for succession planning in the light of the freeing up 
of gifting and the impact of challenges to relationship 
property agreements. He will also discuss making 
“adequate provisions” in s 21 agreements at the outset. 

Presenter  Jeremy Johnson

2.15-2.45 OVERSEAS INVESTMENT ACT 

Overseas Investment Act – update

Foreign investment in New Zealand’s rural sector 
continues to be a hot topic, attracting media interest. 
This session will provide an update on the latest 
Overseas Investment Office developments and outline 
key requirements for obtaining OIO approval. 

Presenter  Catherine Reid

2.45-3.10 AFTERNOON TEA

3.10-3.40 ETS AND FORESTRY

Emissions Trading Scheme and Forestry

• Issues to worry about/not worry about
• How the ETS crops up in a lawyer’s practice  

– why it’s topical again
• Registration
• Transferring of carbon credits
• Harvesting of blocks – issues – realising the asset
• Farmers dealing with forestry contractors.

Presenter  David Janett

3.40-4.30 HEALTH AND SAFETY

Health and Safety

• WorkSafe approach and process for an 
investigation

• Identifying and managing critical risks
• The role and importance of good worker 

engagement. 

Employment

Minimum standards and holiday pay issues are 
having a significant impact on the rural sector at the 
moment. The Labour Inspectorate is targeting these 
areas and practitioners working in the rural space 
should be across the issues and have at least a basic 
understanding of these.

Presenters Scott Wilson & WorkSafe

4.30-4.35 WRAP UP – CHAIR

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVE

You will have a better understanding 
of current and impending changes 
in the rural sector and how to best 
advise your clients on them.

WHO 
SHOULD 
ATTEND

All general practitioners, property 
lawyers and trust advisors in farm law.

PROGRAMME



CHANGING LANDSCAPES
– RURAL LAW IN ACTION
REGISTRATION

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City: Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

FEE (Incl GST)

The registration fee includes extensive materials, morning and afternoon tea and lunch.

Early Bird By 9 August or AFTER 9 August

NZLS/Associate members   $695   $745

 Non-members   $755   $805

Live Web Stream   $675   $725

PAYMENT

  PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name ‘NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-004-9995-00 
(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Card security 
code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

 Cardholders 
 Signature:

Mastercard

Amex 

REGISTER ME FOR

 CHRISTCHURCH 
 RYDGES LATIMER
6 SEPTEMBER 

 HAMILTON
NOVOTEL TAINUI
7 SEPTEMBER 

 LIVE WEB STREAM 
7 SEPTEMBER

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm 
Wednesday 6 September

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

POST TO:  
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

FAX TO:  
04 463 2986

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

CANCELLATION AND REFUND 
POLICY. 
Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers 
apply. Registrations will be accepted on a first-
come/first-served basis. Registrations close 10 
working days before the presentation date (the 
closing date). NZLS CLE Ltd reserves the right 
to cancel any session that does not reach the 
budgeted minimum number of registrations. 
This decision will be made on the closing date 
and a full refund will be made to each registrant 
of the cancelled session. If you cancel your 
registration before the closing date, a refund 
will be made, less a $100 administration fee. 
After the closing date, there will be no refund. 
You may transfer your registration to another 
person until five working days before the 
presentation. Please advise NZLS CLE Ltd  in 
writing of the change.

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration 
form is for NZLS CLE Ltd and the  
sponsors only.    

  
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my contact      

          details.

+


